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Maternal Genetic History of Khon Mueang in Northern Thailand

Jatupol Kampuansai, Giorgio Bertorelle, Loredana Castri, Supaporn Nakbunlung, Mark Seielstad and Daoroong Kangwanpong

The majority of native northern Thai group is the Yuan, better known as “Khon Mueang”.  The origin of Khon Mueang and their ancestors are still controversial.  It has not been clearly defined whether they are the descendent of Tai who migrated from South or Southeast China, or they are just the endogenous Mon-Khmer peoples who had been assimilated by the Tai rulers.  Strong debate between believers of the immigrant and endogenous hypotheses is still on going.  Besides Khon Mueang, other Tai populations inhabiting northern Thailand are Lue, Yong, and Khuen.  Most of them migrated from southern China and northern Myanmar during the past few hundred years.  These groups also have their own unique culture, tradition, and dialects which belong to the Tai linguistic subfamily of the Tai-Kadai family.  Attempt had been made to better understand the genetic relationship among populations in northern Thailand and other East and Southeast Asian populations as well as to deliver information of Khon Mueang’s biological ancestors.  The mitochondrial DNA hypervariable region I sequence variation was a major tool in this research.  This marker has been proven to be highly informative for tracing back ancestors and reconstructed the population history as well as their migratory routes.
The unrooted neighbor-joining tree construction based on pairwise difference distance matrix reveals that Tai populations of northern Thailand are quite remote from peoples in Altai area and Han Chinese.  The Yuan or Khon Mueang are closely related to the Dai and Zhuang in China.  The results tend to support the immigrant hypothesis that one of the Khon Mueang’s ancestors might be the Tai groups from South or Southeast China.  However, the Yuan or Khon Mueang also exhibits close relationship with the endogenous Mon ethnic group.  Thus, the Khon Mueang might result from admixture processes during the Tai migration and settlement period.  However, more information on genetic data of the lowland Lawa, another long existing Mon-Khmer speaking population who might share their gene pool with the Khon Mueang, is required for reconstructing genetic history of Khon Mueang.
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The Ethnical Relationship between Nanping Lao, Zhuang, and Dai
LIU Yi-wen and ZHOU Ling
An old people named Lao used to dwell in the Southwest China. Braches of this People varied with regions. One branch of this people is called Nanping Lao, which inhabited in Nanzhou (viz. nowadays Qijinang County and the authors’ hometown), Guizhou Province and Guangxi Province. The dwelling places of Lao, as a whole People, were far wider than the three places mentioned above, In historical books, for instance, the New Tang Book, records on Lao at that time had been found, although never a sufficient one.
Based upon fieldwork, a series of tombs of Lao had been discovered in Qijiang, which could be dated back to Dong Han Dynasty (25-220 A.D.) .All these tombs are in cliffs, where inscriptions as well as frescos are also found. Both proved that the similarities between Old Yue People and Lao People in costume, dwelling style, working pattern, the mode of daily life, which had not been found yet. 
Based upon comparative study, the close relationship between Tai language and Lao language in pronunciation and grammar is also disclosed. A certain number of place named from Lao language are existed in Tai language. 
Based upon carefully investigation, the certain relationship between Nanping Lao, Dai, Lao, and Tai has been disclosed yet and the same origin of the four peoples has been proved thus. This discovery, doubtlessly, will cast a shed for the Tai Studies in the future. 
Shan(Tai Yai) Society and Baan-Muang System : Studied through Customary Laws

Ranee Lertleumsai, Rangsit University
The article aims to study Shan Customary Laws as indigenous wisdom and practice by comparative methodology. The Khamti  and Shan in the Shan State, Burma, Tai Noe in Yunnan, China and Mae Hong Son Shan in Thailand are be concentrated in focus on orders of mutual help among people relationship and public affair occurred in their customary laws.
Historically, the Shan social structure and political system is called in a Shan compound word as “Maan-Moeng”(literally, villages and the Muang). This term is equally to “Baan-Muang”(บ้านเมือง). Since the 11st –12nd centuries A.D., the Shan Baan-Muang system had developed from socio-cooperative agrarian communities to powerful political states  as  principalities or else kingdoms.  In the past, Baan-Muang system was regarding order of rule and authority, social stratification, right and obligation of the subjects. Customary laws had signified as fundamental social order of the Shan society. Shan customary laws were originally sourced from folk ways, convention, custom and tradition. Then they were collected and practiced within the jurisdiction of the leaders and senior council of villages and Muang. In the Shan, they were normally called “Fing/Phing Maan- Fing/Phing Moeng”(literally, law of village and the Muang). Later, Shan customary laws were written and became codified law as “Thammasat”(literally, the code of Dharmasastras (ธรรมศาสตร์)). 
Concerning the orders of mutual help among people relationship and public affair occurred in their customary laws, are noteworthy found that act as social-political apparatus of Shan Baan-Muang system from the past to present. This worldview are found sharing geographically among the Shan minority ethnic groups dispersed geographically in India, Burma, China, and Thailand. Presently, impact of nation-state building make discourse that the Shan as minor ethnic who live in borderland. Thus, value of mutual help worldview in the Shans’geographical societies should be considered by themselves and other to advance their minor civilization and deepen regional identity.    
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Taoist Theocracy and the Tai’s Origin

Wilaiwan Khanittanan, Thammasat University

This paper proposes a hypothesis that the Tai people used to live in the vicinity of what is now North Vietnam and Southwestern China with the Vietnamese about 1500 years ago. Then they were practicing Taoism under the Taoist theocracy. They were required to recite Tao Te Ching, the Taoist bible. To illustrate the latter’s influence on Tai/Thai, 50 Thai words are compared to 50 corresponding Chinese words as used in Tai Te Ching, for example,  tax “suay”, land “thii”, city “chiang”, and small; fraction “siaw”. The word “Tai/Thai” is argued to have its origin in the Taoist theocracy. Some 50 ancient common words between Thai and Vietnamese are presented as evidence of their coexistence under the Chinese rule. 
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